
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



GET AT THE BEST IN MEN 

age, self-sacrifice and all other qualities which distinguish the human 
from the animal world. This army of derelicts is an appalling menace 
to every large city. They all march under the one banner upon which 
is written in large letters the word Failure. * • * Their weak 
and emaciated bodies are burned out with drugs and liquor. They 
are friendless and homeless and hopeless." BOBKBT H. Oault. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING OP THE INSTITUTE. 

As at present arranged, the sixth annual meeting of the American 
Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology will be held in Washing 
ton, D. C, on October 23. All meetings are scheduled to be held in 
the New Willard Hotel. At 6:30 p. m. an informal dinner will be 
sei'ved to members and their friends, and this will be followed at 8 
o'clock by a "Report on the American Societj^ of Military Law," by 
Col. Nathan William MacChesney, president of the society. 

The first session will be opened at 9 o'clock a. m. by the Hon- 
orable Quincy A. Myers, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Indiana, who will deliver the President's Address. This will be fol- 
lowed in the course of the morning session by reports of the com- 
mittees on Employment and Compensation of Criminals; Steriliza- 
tion of Criminals, and the Classification and Definition of Crimes. 

In the afternoon session there will be reports on Insanity and 
Criminal Responsibility ; Judicial Probation and Suspended Sentence ; 
Draft of a Code of Criminal Procedure; Indeterminate Sentence; 
Crime and Immigration and Criminal Statistics. 

Information as to details may be obtained from the Secretary, 
Professor Henry W. Ballantine, IMadison, Wisconsin. 

Robert H. Gault. 



GET AT THE BEST IN MEN. 
The problem of the prison official is precisely that of the educator : 
to find the best that there is in an individual and to use it as the basis 
for the development of desirable habits and attitudes. The educator in 
our regular schools who approaches his work from this viewpoint soon 
finds that he has discovered a valuable antitoxin for the undesirable 
dispositions of his disciples. It is no different in the prison and in the 
reformatory. At one time this thought was on the plane of mere hy- 
potheses even in respect to our public education. Now it is common 
sense, and as such it is expressing itself with wonderful emphasis in 
the establishment of sanitary prisons, farms and colonies for criminals 
and defectives all over our country. The extent of this movement is 

322 



GET AT THE BEST IN MEN 

indicated iii Judge Gemmill's address in the last issue. These insti- 
tutions may check over the catalogues of morons, feeble-minded, etc., 
which are being supplied by our laboratories, and so supply a needed 
supplement to them against the day when an approximately perfect 
system of mental tests shall have been developed. 

In this connection it is appropriate to publish a letter received re- 
cently by the undersigned from the editor of The Joliet Prison Post, 
Mr. Peter Van Vlissingen. The letter speaks for itself. 



"Aiient your leading editorial for March, may we call your atten- 
tion of the May number of The Joliet Prison Post? 

"Under the title, 'Authoritative Announcements from Actual 
Work,' we state what this institution is beginning to do. There are 
some prisoners here who are earnestly supporting the warden's plans 
to make the life of the men here as normal as the conditions and the 
requirements of an institution of this character will allow. 

"The attitude of the prosecution toward a person on trial, makes 
it impossible for the accused person to disclose himself to the jury and 
to the judge as many accused men would like to disclose themselves. 

"We are undertaking here, where the administration is accepting 
llie policy of eliminating punishment and where the men are accepting 
the policy of eliminating condemnation, to make the relationship of the 
authorities to the prisoners who are subject to that authority, such that 
the ])risoners can and will make themselves known exactly as they are. 

"Under this policy the men tell many things that, where the au- 
thorities are not seeking the welfare of the men, would count against 
them, things that, under the policy of prosecution as practiced in the 
courts, they keep liidden as far as they are able to keep them hidden; 
but besides this, the policy of good faith between the administration and 
tlie prisoners, is bringing out qualities and virtues in the prisoners 
which the prosecution will not have brought out and which in any event 
the prosecution will not allow to be taken into account at a trial. 

"Dealing with men on the broad basis of their natural human 
rights and taking into account the whole quality of their character, in- 
stead of dealing with them wholly on the ground of a particular offense, 
is disclosing a new element in man. This it will be necessary to take into 
account, in any proper consideration of the question of criminology 
and in determining in what way to deal with men who have committed 
social offenses so as to protect society and at the same time to preserve 
for society what social value, despite the offences the man has commit- 
ted, there may still be in the man. 
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"Artificial plans have no place in the purpose which is being 
worked out here. There is, we believe, no 'holding over, in another 
form, of the conventionsility that has associated goodness with a cer- 
tain anaemic passivity.' We are dealing with real life and we accept 
the issues which the actual life of the men here present. 

"Here is a community which has its problems just as any other 
community has its problems. We have taken up the burden of solving 
our problems in accordance with the truths of human life so that what 
we actually learn here may be of benefit everywhere. It is in this sense 
that we feel that this place is a social laboratory. 

"In the editorial, 'The Convicted and the Unconvicted,' in the May 
issue of the Prison Post, p. 226, occurs this statement : 

"'The honor system contemplates relieving prisoners who 
are believed to be worthy of trust, from the surveillance of a 
keeper, so as to give the prisoner a chance to show that the watch- 
fulness of the keeper is not necessary, that there is something in 
himself that can be trusted, to show that he is able, despite the 
conviction of a particular defect, to live true to the qualities in 
him that go to make a good citizen.' 

"This statement seems to express the same thought that is ex- 
pressed in the last paragraph of the editorial in the March issue of the 
JouBNAL OF Ckiminal Law AND CRIMINOLOGY, already referred to. 
"We are proceeding upon the principle that the problems of neither 
individual nor social life can be solved by dealing only with the wrong 
in man ; that the solution is to come through awakening and building 
up the good in man. And this is being made a place of actual ex- 
periment and test. We are not given to speculation. What we say is 
in some measure proved before we say it. 

"We may move forward slowly and with little spectacular demon- 
stration but what we do will be real. It will serve every other com- 
munity as well as our own. 

"We wish you to know that we who are helping to make things 
better are encouraged and strengthened in finding that you are pointing 
out the things which we, too, have felt should have and must have at- 
tention." 

Robert H. Gault. 
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